(19) 



J) 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 




■111 



(11) 



EP 1 056 273 A3 



(12) 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) 


Date of publication A3: 


(51) intci/: H04N 7/173 




02.01.2002 Bulletin 2002/01 


(43) 


Date of publication A2: 






29.1 1 .2000 Bulletin 2000/48 




(21) 


Application number: 00111312.5 




(22) 


Date of filing: 25.05.2000 




(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventors: 




AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


• Cornelio, Michael Lance Kealahonua 




MC NL PT SE 


Fremont, CA 94538 (US) 




Designated Extension States: 


• Ramasubramanian, Narayanan 




AL LT LV MK RO SI 


Fremont, CA 94539 (US) 


(30) 


Priority: 25.05.1999 US 318408 


(74) Representative: Viering, Jentschura & Partner 




Postfach22 14 43 


(71) 


Applicant: SeeltFirst, Inc. 


80504 Munchen (DE) 




Fremont, CA 94539 (US) 





(54) Method and system for providing high quality images from a digital video stream 



(57) A method and system for providing images 
from a server to a client over a communication medium 
with a limited bandwidth is described. In providing the 
images, a first location in a first video stream that is as- 
sociated with a first image is identified. Data depicting 
the first image is then transmitted from the server to the 
client. In response to receiving a next image request 
from the client, the server determines a second location 
in the first video stream that has a particular positional 



relationship in the first video stream relative to the first 
location. The server then transmits to the client as the 
next image a second image associated with the second 
location. The limited bandwidth of the communication 
medium is such that playing the first video stream in real 
time over the communication medium would produce 
images having a first image quality. However, the first 
and second images are transmitted at an image quality 
that is greater than the first image quality. 
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